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ack boxes of food items for the Verona
ut on by Kiwanis on Saturday. The group
wipermarket, handing out a list of need-
‘e in the store. This was the fourth load

in.
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Combs asked fellow supervi-
sors at the Sept. 8 meeting,
“The February letter laid out
pretty clear they were going
to use county allocations.”

The county has dropped
some of its support to senior
centers in 2009 and might
very well drop even more in
2010.

As a concession, Combs
said he was considering hav-
ing the town make a donation
to the Verona Senior Center
for five months’ worth of the
costs the town has incurred
since it began providing its
own services. That drew
shoulder shrugs and nods,
with supervisors aware that
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Continued from page 1

she said.

The property, owned by
the Gust family and rented
out for farming, is within a
couple blocks of the County
Highway G interchange west
of the city, an ideal location
for trucks canrying salt, gravel
or asphalt or {o conduct other
public works duties. It also is
n an area highly unlikely to
be surrounded by the city, as
the curent Town Hall on
North Nine Mound Road is.

“That portion of the Town
of Verona is probably going
to remain Town of Verona for
some time,” Johnson said,
noting that about half of the
property is wetland.

Johnson said last week

 she had discussed the propex-

ty with Gust’s real-estate
agent, Molly Freitag, but had
not done any sort of negotiat-
ing on behalf of the town.
Freitag didn’t agree with
the town’s assessment of its
value, noting that part of i,

PLAN

between Country View Road
and the Military Ridge State
Trail, is close to land Epic
has paid hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars for and is in
an area the town has labeled
in its plan for potential future
development.

“1 did & very thorough
market analysis,” she said,
listing several sales in the
area she compared the prop-
erty to. As of Monday after-
noon she had heard from
town representatives but had
not received the offer.

“] gave them the material
(months ago), but 1 also gave
it to about 50 other people,”
she said.

Most of the property,
though, is listed on city, town
and county plans as future
farmland preservation arca
and assessed at about $200 an
acre because it is active farm-
1and. The town based its pur-
chase offer at about $10,000
per tillable acre, or around

$5,000 per acre overall, a
typical rate for land with
questionable short-term
development potential.

Both the city and town
have drawn plans at one time
or another for a north-south
alternate route from that
highway off-ramp through
that property — the inter-
change has a much higher
capacity than is currently
being used - but such plans
are complicated by the prox-
imity of the Sugar River. A
bridge would be expensive,
and the sensitivity of the
waterway could add layers of
red tape.

“Dane County said not a
chance will the county ever
be building a bridge off that
wetland area,” Johnson said.

The cost of a building
hasn’t been determined, but
Johnson said what’s needed
for office and public works
uses might cost around §1
million.

Continued from page 1

mittee of nine people — the
mayor, one alder and seven
citizen representatives with a
broad range of interests —
made most of the decisions
on what to include, what to
change and what to remove.
They took not only their own
experiences and personal
interactions  with  other
Veronans but also drew input
from four city-sponsored
public forums and responses
from interested parties who
had been directly mailed var-
ious pieces of the plan.

The committee received
more than 500 suggestions
and comumnents on the plan.

The Plan Commission
also requested some minor
changes last week after get-
ting public comments from
two people at its formal pub-
lic hearing.

The plan includes nine
chapters, as mandated by law.
They are:

« Jssues and opportunities

(current situations in Verona
and challenges, such as high
growth and a relatively high
proportion of residential
property)

» Housing (including the
city’s policy on limiting it)

*» Transportation (includ-
ing future roadways and a
recommendation to support
public transport)

« Utilities and community
facilities (such as the library,
parks and plans for future
infrastructuze) S

» Agricultural, natural an
cultural resources (including
the city’s policies on farm-
land  preservation  and
stormwater management and
a limited nod to historical
preservation)

* Economic development
and agricultare (including
plans for promoting business
and agriculture and using
TO0I taxX revenues)

« Intergovernmental coop-
eration (with neighbors and

regional entities, as well as
the local school district)

» Land use (directing
growth inward and outward,
including the downtown)

“Tt doesn’t get overly pre-
scriptive,” city planner Bruce
Sylvester responsed (o an
alder’s question Monday. “It
does lay out very broad goals.”

Because of the cumber-
some size of the full document
(avatlable at ci.verona.wi.us
and at City Center and the
Verona Public Library), the
city will print summary
brochures for each of the nine
chapters. These will be avail-
able to anyone upon request,
as will electronic copies of the
entive plan on disc.

The plan becomes effec-
tive after copies are sent 1o a
variety of governmental bod-
ies and representatives for the
non-metallic mining industry,
as provided by statute,
Sylvester said that would
take about a month.




