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CITY OF VERONA  

MINUTES 

COMMON COUNCIL 
July 27, 2020 

Verona City Hall 
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Verona Common Council held its meeting as a virtual 

meeting. The Common Council did not meet at City Hall, 111 Lincoln Street. Members of the 

Common Council and Staff joined the meeting by using Zoom Webinar. Members of the 

public were able to join the meeting using Zoom Webinar via a computer, tablet, or 

smartphone, or by calling into the meeting via phone. 

 

1. Mayor Diaz called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 

2. Roll call: Alderpersons Kate Cronin, Charlotte Jerney, Chad Kemp, Katie Kohl, Christine 
Posey, Heather Reekie, Charlie Ryan and Evan Touchett were present. Also present: City 
Administrator Adam Sayre; City Engineer Carla Fischer; and City Clerk Ellen Clark.  

3. Public Comment:  None 

4. Approval of the minutes from the July 13, 2020 Common Council meeting. Motion 
by Touchett, seconded by Cronin, to approve the minutes of the July 13, 2020 
Common Council meeting. Motion carried 8-0. 

5.  Mayor’s Business:  Mayor Diaz asked everyone to wear a mask and follow the Dane County 
Health Department guidelines. 

6. Announcements:  None 

7. Administrator’s Report: 

 An informational meeting for the Klassik/Old National Bank redevelopment will be 
held July 30th at 6 p.m. via Zoom. 

 Staff continues to monitor COVID-19 information from Dane County and area school 
districts. The City will be prepared to adjust staffing as needed to accommodate 
child care issues. 

 Due to the Partisan Primary Election, the August 10th Common Council meeting will 
be held on Wednesday, August 12th. 

 The Heights of Verona, LLC did not renew the liquor license for the 2020-2021 
licensing year for The Heights Event Center.  

 Board of Review will be held on Monday, August 24th at 6 p.m. – Assessor Dean 
Peters will be reporting on the revaluation process and hearing procedures for any 
Board of Review hearings that may come up. Open Book will be held Thursday, 
September 10th from 11 .m. – 7 p.m. and Friday, September 11th from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Board of Review will take place Tuesday, September 29th from 5:30 p.m. until 
adjournment. 
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 Early voting will be held at City Hall from July 28th to July 31st and August 3rd to 
August 7th. People are strongly encouraged to vote absentee to reduce COVID-19 
spread. Please use the drop box at city hall to drop off your absentee ballots if you 
are concerned about putting them in the mail. 

8. Engineer’s Report: 
 Well 6 Pumping Station Construction:  The natural gas installation continues to be 

delayed, which has slowed the progress of HVAC testing. Well start-up is now 
anticipated for mid-August. 

 Verona Area High School Construction Traffic Improvements:  Finishing, punch list 
and some re-work items will continue over the next couple of weeks. Traffic will 
continue on the inside lane of West Verona Avenue until punch list items are 
complete. Other project roads will be opening in the coming weeks. 

 CTH PD Construction – Woods Road to CTH M: Asphalt milling and surface paving 
are complete. Permanent paint, signs and landscaping are scheduled to be 
completed during the week of July 27th.  

 Liberty Park Phase 4 Construction: Paving is anticipated to be complete by the end of 
July, with the project substantially complete by the end of the week of July 27th. 

 Kettle Creek North Phase 3: Phase 3 is complete. Phase 2 paving is scheduled to be 
completed in August. 

 The Woods at Cathedral Point Phase 1: Mass grading and detention basin 
construction has started. Sanitary sewer pipe construction is scheduled for this 
week. 

 Eastside Interceptor Design: Easement acquisition is on the July 27, 2020 agenda for 
action, permit applications have been submitted to the DNR, and coordination with 
Dane County and the Ice Age Trail has occurred. 

9. Committee Reports: 
A. Finance Committee 

(1) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Payment of bills. Motion by Kemp, seconded 
by Cronin, to pay the bills in the amount of $1,234,589.79 . Motion carried 8-0. 

(2) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Resolution No. R-20-029 awarding the sale 
of $5,610,000 General Obligation Corporate Bonds, Series 2020A. Motion by 
Kemp, seconded by Posey, to approve Resolution No. R-20-029 awarding the 
sale of $5,610,000 General Obligation Corporate Purpose Bonds, Series 2020A.  
These bonds were issued by the City to fund $670,000 in street improvement 
projects, $410,000 for parks and public grounds projects, and $4,600,000 for 
sewage projects. Motion carried 8-0. (A copy of Resolution No. R-20-029 is 
incorporated into these minutes as Attachment A.) 

(3) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Bar and Restaurant COVID-19 Support 
Program applications. Motion by Kemp, seconded by Cronin to approve the bar 
and restaurant COVID-19 Support Program applications. Six applications were 
received by the July 20th deadline for the City’s bar and restaurant COVID-19 
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Support Program, with a total of $23,000 requested. City Staff reviewed the 
applications and found three applications met the criteria of the program. The 
requested dollar amount from the three applications was $12,000. Three 
applications failed to meet the criteria for either exceeding the revenue 
requirement or receiving a previous grant. Staff recommends awarding three 
grants in the amount of $4,000 each.  

Ryan asked if there is any recourse allowed in the grant process against 
businesses not enforcing mask wearing. 

Sayre replied the City does not enforce the mask mandate. It would be difficult 
for us to add it as a criterion, as the City is not in control of enforcing the Order. 
In addition, if money goes to a business, and they later are found not to be in 
compliance, it would be difficult to try to get that money back.  

Kemp suggested that any constituents concerned about a business not 
enforcing the mask mandate should report that concern to Dane County 
immediately.  

Motion carried 8-0. 

(4) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Bar and Restaurant COVID-19 Support 
Program. Motion by Kemp, seconded by Cronin, to approve the Bar and 
restaurant COVID-19 Support Program. During the last round of bar and 
restaurant COVID-19 applications, a concern was raised regarding the criteria 
that the business shall have less than $1 million in revenue in 2019. Potential 
new criteria for another round of grants follows: 

 Maximum grant is $4,000 

 Must be classified as a bar or restaurant as defined in the Dane County Order 

 The business or applicant has not previously been awarded a City of Verona 
COVID-19 grant 

 Eliminate criteria of less than $1 million in revenue in 2019. 

 Business is not a franchise.  

 Business is solely located in the City of Verona and does not have 
locations anywhere else.  

The City has approximately 33 bars and restaurants; 11 were previously 
awarded City of Verona COVID-19 grant funds. Staff recommends making 
$100,000 in funds available for this grant program.  

Reekie asked if the criterion that the business made a profit in 2019 is still in 
place. Removing the criterion would open the grants up to some people that 
were not eligible for a grant the first time around because of the revenue limit. 

Posey urged any business in the City to reach out to their Alders to let them 
know where the need is, so we can continue to adjust the grant program to 
meet the needs of local businesses.  

Motion carried 8-0. 
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B. Public Safety and Welfare Committee 
(1) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  A temporary premises description 

amendment for LBO, Inc., d/b/a 5th Quarter, 161 Horizon Drive, #110, Verona, 
WI 53593. Motion by Reekie, seconded by Touchett, to approve a temporary 
premises description amendment for LBO, Inc., d/b/a 5th Quarter, 161 Horizon 
Drive, Verona, WI  53593 on Saturday, August 22nd, with a rain date of 
September 12th. LBO, Inc. has applied for a temporary premises description 
amendment to include the back parking lot for a corn hole benefit tournament 
The purpose of the amendment is to allow them to meet social distancing 
requirements during the tournament. Motion carried 8-0.  

C. Public Works/Sewer and Water Committee 
Touchett requested unanimous consent from the Common Council to take up 
items 9.C.(2) and 9.C.(7) together, and items 9.C.(3), (4), (5), and (6) together. 
There were no objections. 

 (1) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Easement for Parcel 1 located along Bruce Street 
for Project ID 2018-108, Eastside Sanitary Sewer Interceptor Replacement.  
Motion by Touchett, seconded by Ryan, to approve an easement for Parcel 1 located 
along Bruce Street for Project ID 2018-108, Eastside Sanitary Sewer interceptor 
Replacement, contingent on City Administrator and City Attorney review. Parcel 1, 
also known as the Matt’s property, between Bruce Street and S. Main Street 
requires the following easements for the project: 

 Permanent limited easement = 1.25 acres 

 Temporary limited easement = 0.94 acres 
The land value was determined from an appraisal performed in 2018 (with inflation 
factor added) when the Parks department acquired the approximately 13 acres to 
the west from the property owner. The land value was calculated to be $6,365/acre. 
The offer presented to the owner was $2,900 per the easement needs and percent 
ratios to calculate the monetary offer. The owner has verbally accepted the offer. 
Motion carried 8-0. 

 (2) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Easement for Parcel 4 located on Dane County 
Property for Project ID 2018-108, Eastside Sanitary Sewer Interceptor Replacement. 
This item was taken up with item 9.C.(7), and a combined motion was made. Motion 
by Touchett, seconded by Kemp, to approve an easement for Parcel 4 located on 
Dane County Property for Project ID 2018-108, Eastside Sanitary Sewer interceptor 
Replacement, contingent on City Administrator and City Attorney review. Parcel 4 is 
located on Dane County property along the Badger Mill Creek (parcel ID 0608-221-
8001-2) requires the following easements for the project: 

 Permanent limited easement = 1.25 acres 

 Temporary limited easement = 0.94 acres 
Dane County staff is working with City staff to include work associated with the 
interceptor project in lieu of payment for the easement; City will be performing 
clearing and grubbing and earth work elements along the project while Dane County 
will be performing in-stream improvements to Badger Mill Creek.  A separate 
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Intergovernmental Agreement between Dane County and the City which will be 
presented to the Council at the next meeting. Dane County staff has agreed to the 
easement language. Motion carried 8-0.  

(3) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Easement for Parcel 5 located at 714 Arbor Vitae 
Place for Project ID 2018-108, Eastside Sanitary Sewer Interceptor Replacement. This 
item was taken up with items 9.C.(4), 9.C.(5), and 9.C.(6), and a combined motion 
was made. Motion by Touchett, seconded by Kemp, to approve an easement for 
Parcel 5 located at 714 Arbor Vitae Place for Project ID 2018-108, Eastside Sanitary 
Sewer interceptor Replacement, contingent on City Administrator and City Attorney 
review. Parcel 5 requires the following easements for the project: 

• Permanent limited easement = 0.05 acres 
• Temporary limited easement = 0.21 acres 

The land value was determined from fair market land values of the parcels along 
Arbor Vitae Place. The land value was calculated to be $130,000/acre. The offer 
presented to the owner was $5,950 per the easement needs and percent ratios to 
calculate the monetary offer. The owner has verbally accepted the offer. Motion 
carried 8-0. 

(4) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Easement for Parcel 6 located at 716 Arbor Vitae 
Place for Project ID 2018-108, Eastside Sanitary Sewer Interceptor Replacement. This 
item was taken up with items 9.C.(3), 9.C.(5), and 9.C.(6), and a combined motion 
was made. Motion by Touchett, seconded by Kemp, to approve an easement for 
Parcel 6 located at 716 Arbor Vitae Place for Project ID 2018-108, Eastside Sanitary 
Sewer interceptor Replacement, contingent on City Administrator and City Attorney 
review. Parcel 6 requires the following easements for the project: 

• Permanent limited easement = 0.15 acres 
• Temporary limited easement = 0.30 acres 

The land value was determined from fair market land values of the parcels along 
Arbor Vitae Place.  The land value was calculated to be $130,000/acre. The offer 
presented to the owner was $10,800 per the easement needs and percent ratios to 
calculate the monetary offer. The owner has verbally accepted the offer. Motion 
carried 8-0. 

(5) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Easement for Parcel 7 located at 718 Arbor Vitae 
Place for Project ID 2018-108, Eastside Sanitary Sewer Interceptor Replacement. This 
item was taken up with items 9.C.(3), 9.C.(4), and 9.C.(6), and a combined motion 
was made. Motion by Touchett, seconded by Kemp, to approve an easement for 
Parcel 7 located at 718 Arbor Vitae Place for Project ID 2018-108, Eastside Sanitary 
Sewer interceptor Replacement, contingent on City Administrator and City Attorney 
review. Parcel 7 requires the following easements for the project: 

• Permanent limited easement = 0.08 acres 
• Temporary limited easement = 0.17 acres 

The land value was determined from fair market land values of the parcels along 
Arbor Vitae Place. The land value was calculated to be $130,000/acre. The offer 
presented to the owner was $6,000 per the easement needs and percent ratios to 
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calculate the monetary offer. The owner has verbally accepted the offer. Motion 
carried 8-0. 

(6) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Easement for Parcel 8 located at 720 Arbor Vitae 
Place for Project ID 2018-108, Eastside Sanitary Sewer Interceptor Replacement. This 
item was taken up with items 9.C.(3), 9.C.(4), and 9.C.(5), and a combined motion 
was made. Motion by Touchett, seconded by Kemp, to approve an easement for 
Parcel 8 located at 720 Arbor Vitae Place for Project ID 2018-108, Eastside Sanitary 
Sewer interceptor Replacement, contingent on City Administrator and City Attorney 
review. Parcel 8 requires the following easements for the project: 

• Permanent limited easement = 0.00 acres 
• Temporary limited easement = 0.05 acres 

The land value was determined from fair market land values of the parcels along 
Arbor Vitae Place.  The land value was calculated to be $130,000/acre. The offer 
presented to the owner was $1,000 per the easement needs and percent ratios to 
calculate the monetary offer. The owner has verbally accepted the offer. Motion 
carried 8-0. 

(7) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Easement for Parcel 9 located on Dane County 
Property for Project ID 2018-108, Eastside Sanitary Sewer Interceptor Replacement. 
This item was taken up with item 9.C.(2), and a combined motion was made. Motion 
by Touchett, seconded by Kemp, to approve an easement for Parcel 9 located on 
Dane County Property for Project ID 2018-108, Eastside Sanitary Sewer interceptor 
Replacement, contingent on City Administrator and City Attorney review. Parcel 9 is 
located on Dane County property along the Badger Mill Creek (parcel ID 0608-143-
9001-2) requires the following easements for the project: 

• Permanent limited easement = 0.56 acres 
• Temporary limited easement = 0.70 acres 

Dane County staff is working with City staff to include work associated with the 
interceptor project in lieu of payment for the easement; City will be performing 
clearing and grubbing and earth work elements along the project while Dane County 
will be performing in-stream improvements to Badger Mill Creek. A separate 
Intergovernmental Agreement between Dane County and the City which will be 
presented to the council at the next meeting. Dane County staff has agreed to the 
easement language. Motion carried 8-0. 

D. Personnel Committee 
(1) Discussion and Possible Action Re:  Resolution No. R-20-030 to Decrease the Effects 

of Institutionalized Racism. Motion by Kemp, seconded by Reekie, to approve 
Resolution No. R-20-030 to Decrease the Effects of Institutionalized Racism. Kemp 
explained the purpose of this Resolution is to assist the City in decreasing the effects 
of institutionalized racism. It is the intent of the Council to be proactive by ensuring 
that the City is a welcoming place and that internally, we ensure that the City is  
doing what is needed to fight the effects of institutionalized racism.    

Motion by Reekie, seconded by Ryan, to amend the original motion to add the 
word “anti-racism” to the last line of Number 7) of the Resolution, resulting in 
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the following sentence: “Based on the success of the City's pilot training 
program, all City Staff will undergo and complete ongoing anti-racism, diversity, 
equity, and inclusion training.” Motion carried 8-0.  

Ryan thanked the Personnel Committee for their work on the Resolution. 

Posey stated we need to make the ongoing commitment to put financial 
resources behind this, as well.  

Reekie stated the Personnel Committee agrees with Posey that there must be a 
financial commitment to this going forward. 

Diaz is glad to see the City making a strong general commitment to this.    

Mayor Diaz asked for a vote on the original motion as amended. 

Motion carried 8-0. 

10. Adjournment: 
Motion by Kemp, seconded by Reekie, to adjourn at 7:45 p.m. Motion carried 8-0.  

 

       Ellen Clark 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RESOLUTION NO. R-20-029
- --

RESOLUTION AWARDING THE SALE OF $5,610,000 
GENERAL OBLIGATION CORPORATE PURPOSE BONDS, 

SERIES 2020A 

WHEREAS, on June 22, 2020, the Common Council of the City of Verona, Dane 
County, Wisconsin (the "City") adopted initial resolutions authorizing the issuance of general 
obligation bonds in the following amounts and for the following public purposes: $670,000 for 
street improvement projects; $410,000 for parks and public grounds projects; and $4,600,000 for 
sewerage projects (collectively, the "Initial Resolutions"); 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Section 67.05, Wisconsin Statutes, within 15 
days following the adoption of the Initial Resolutions, the City Clerk caused a notice to electors 
to be published in the Verona Press, stating the purpose and maximum principal amount of the 
bond issues authorized by the Initial Resolutions and describing the opportunity and procedure 
for submitting a petition requesting a referendum on the bond issues authorized by the Initial 
Resolutions; 

WHEREAS, no petition for referendum was filed with the City Clerk, and the time to file 
such a petition has expired; 

W HER.EAS, on June 22, 2020, the Common Council of the City also adopted a 
resolution (the "Set Sale Resolution"), providing that the general obligation bond issues 
authorized by the Initial Resolutions be combined, issued and sold as a single issue of bonds 
designated as "General Obligation Corporate Purpose Bonds, Series 2020A" (the "Bonds") for 
the purpose of paying the cost of the projects described in the Initial Resolutions (collectively, 
the "Project"); 

WHEREAS, the Common Council hereby finds and determines that the Project is within 
the City's power to undertake and therefore serves a "public purpose" as that term is defined in 
Section 67.04(1)(b), Wisconsin Statutes; 

WHEREAS, the City is authorized by the provisions of Section 67.04, Wisconsin 
Statutes, to borrow money and issue general obligation bonds for such public purposes; 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Set Sale Resolution, the City has directed Ehlers & 
Associates, Inc. ("Ehlers") to take the steps necessary to sell the Bonds to pay the cost of the 
Project; 

WHEREAS, Ehlers, in consultation with the officials of the City, prepared a Notice of 
Sale (a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by this reference) 
setting forth the details of and the bid requirements for the Bonds and indicating that the Bonds 
would be offered for public sale on July 27, 2020; 

QB\63845925.1 

ATTACHMENT A















Section 21. Conflicting Resolutions; Severability; Effective Date. All prior resolutions, 
rules or other actions of the Common Council or any parts thereof in conflict with the provisions 
hereof shall be, and the same are, hereby rescinded insofar as the same may so conflict. In the 
event that any one or more provisions hereof shall for any reason be held to be illegal or invalid, 
such illegality or invalidity shall not affect any other provisions hereof. The foregoing shall take 
effect immediately upon adoption and approval in the manner provided by law. 

Adopted, approved and recorded July 27, 2020. 

ATTEST: 

ss/Ellen Clark 
City Clerk 

ss/Luke Diaz 
Mayor 
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(SEAL) 
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