CITY OF VERONA
MINUTES
COMMON
COUNCIL
June 24, 2019
Verona City Hall
1. Mayor Diaz called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Roll call: Alderpersons Kate Cronin, Sarah Gaskell, Chad Kemp, Katie Kohl, Christine Posey,
Heather Reekie and Evan Touchett were present. Also present: Interim City Administrator
Adam Sayre, Finance Director Brian Lamers, City Attorney Bryan Kleinmaier, AECOM
Engineer Carla Fischer, and Deputy City Clerk Kayla Martin. Alderperson Charlotte Jerney
was absent and excused.
4. Public Comment: None
5. Approval of minutes from the June 10, 2019 Common Council meeting. Motion by
Kohl, seconded by Reekie, to approve the minutes of the June 20, 2019 Common
Council meeting. Motion carried 7-0.
6. Mayor’s Business:
A. Appointment of Library Board Members:
Mayor Diaz recommended the following Library Board member appointments:
Mawara Sohail
Reappointment
3 year term expiring July 2022
Jay Huemmer
New appointment
3 year term expiring July 2022
7. Announcements: Cronin thanked Adam and Fitch-Rona EMS for providing CPR training for
Staff. Also, at the EMS Commission meeting last week Chief Anderson reported that they
have successfully recruited seven new fulltime EMT employees who will be staffing the third
ambulance that will be added later this summer. They would like to thank HO Coordinator
Mitch Weckerly for helping them hire the new people.
8. Administrator’s Report:


A Joint City/Town Planning Meeting will be held on June 25, 2019 starting at 7 p.m.
at the Verona Town Hall



The Plan Commission meeting will be held on July 1st , 2019 at 6 p.m.



Board of Review will be held on July 25th, 2019 at 6 p.m..



The Sugar Creek Elementary School property is still being worked on. Staff has
retained Community Design Solutions out of Milwaukee to work on that and will
be coming up with 4-5 concepts for that. They will then go to the CDA to narrow it
down to 2 or 3 and then bring them to the council.



The Warming and Cooling Center Policy that has been finalized, and will be getting
off to a couple of committees soon.



Sustainability update – Staff are working on changes to our parkland dedication
process that the Parks, Recreation and Forestry Commission have pointed out as
needing attention.



Cluster mail box ordinance – all new subdivisions are required to have cluster
mailboxes that will have 15-20 mailboxes in them as required by the postal service.
The intent would be to not put them in the right-of-way, but on a separate lot. This
will not affect ones that are currently in the city. This is not a federal initiative yet,
but it is heading in that direction



Fireman’s Park is open.



The Senior Center Director recruitment process is moving forward with
background checks.

9. Engineer’s Report:


Fireman’s Park Splash Pad: Storm sewer work is continuing, filling for the path
at CTH M is continuing, work on the building is continuing. The splash pad is
complete, as well as the play structure.



Well 6 pumping station construction: The lower hole for the well is being
drilled, and was at a depth of 1050 feet as of June 20th.



Verona Area High School: AECOM and City Staff are finishing another round of
reviews on submitted plans and specifications from JSD for the transportation
related projects associated with the new High School.



CTH M/ Liberty Drive/ Thousand Oaks Trail Traffic Signals: The contractor is
nearing completion of the project. All electrical work, including timing loops for
the traffic signals are complete. The binder course of asphalt has been installed
and the final surface is anticipated to be completed on Thursday June 20th.



2019 streets rehabilitation project: The contractor is scheduled to begin the
first week of July, with completion scheduled for August 16 th.



Eastside Sanitary Interceptor: The design of the eastside interceptor has
reached its first milestone. Work will now move to finalizing the alignment and
design on the new interceptor.



CTH PD - Woods Road to CTH M: Contracts have been sent out for signature to
the contractor. City staff is working on a schedule for a pre-construction
conference and setting the start of construction.



Meister Addition West Pond Dredging: Work continues with major vegetation
removal and sediment removal, which is anticipated to last into the week of
June 24th.

10. Committee Reports
A. Finance Committee
(1) Discussion and Possible Action Re: Payment of bills. Motion by Kemp, seconded
by Cronin, to pay the bills in the amount of $1,149, 084.19. Motion carried 7-0.
(2) Discussion and Possible Action Re: Resolution No. R-19-030 Awarding the Sale of
$2,510,000 General Obligation Corporate Purpose Bonds, Series 2019A. Motion by
Kemp, seconded by Posey, to approve Resolution No. R-19-030 awarding the sale of
$2,480,000 General Obligation Corporate Purpose Bonds, Series 2019A. This
resolution awards the sale of 2019 General Obligation Bonds totaling $2,480,000 for
street improvement projects, Public Works facility project, and Fire Department
equipment. The issue size was reduced from $2,510,000 to $2,480,000 because the
cost of issuance was reduced, the City received a premium on the notes, and the
underwriting allowance amount was less than expected.
Todd Taves, representing Ehlers and Associates, spoke and explained the packet that
he handed to the Council, and why the bonding amount they predicted is higher
than the final bonding amount. Attached is also the Moody’s grading report.
Touchett asked what is better than AA2, and what would it take for the City to go up
in rating.
Taves responded AAA then AA1 then AA2. It would take continued growth in the
City’s tax base and a moderation of the City’s debt burden. It is not a huge dollar
amount difference. He would not drive all decision making on a better rating.
Diaz stated that he would like to see the City borrow less money when possible.
On roll call: Alder Kemp – Aye; Alder Kohl – Aye; Alder Posey – Aye; Alder Reekie –
Aye; Alder Touchett – Aye; Alder Cronin – Aye; Alder Gaskell – Aye; Motion carried
7-0. (A copy of Resolution No. R-19-030 is incorporated into these minutes as
Attachment A.)
B. Public Safety and Welfare Committee
(1) Discussion and Possible Action Re: An application for a Class “B” Fermented Malt
Beverage and “Class C” Wine Retailer’s License for Knit and Sip The Sow’s Ear
Verona, LLC, d/b/a The Sow’s Ear, 125 South Main Street, Verona, Wisconsin,
Jennifer Davis, Agent. Motion by Reekie, seconded by Kohl, to approve a Class “B”
Fermented Malt Beverage and “Class C” Wine Retailer’s License for Knit and Sip
The Sow’s Ear Verona, LLC, d/b/a The Sow’s Ear, 125 South Main Street, Verona,
Wisconsin. Motion carried 7-0.
11. Old Business
A. Discussion and Possible Action Re: Development Agreement for Sugar Creek Commons
Project in Tax Incremental District #9.
The Common Council may convene in a closed session, as authorized by Wisconsin
Statute 19.85(1)(e), for the purpose of deliberating or negotiating the purchase of public
properties, the investing of public funds or conducting other specified public business,

whenever competitive or bargaining reasons deem a closed session necessary. The
Common Council may reconvene in open session to discuss and take action on the
subject matter discussed in the closed session.
Sayre stated that the last discussion by the Council about this was done in February
2018. Staff would like to have this closed session to update and discuss future
negotiations with the Council. Staff would like to talk with the Council about numbers
that have come out from discussions between the developer and Ehlers.
Motion by Touchett, seconded by Kemp, to convene in a closed session as authorized by
Wisconsin Statute 19.85(1)(e), for the purpose of deliberating or negotiating the
purchase of public properties, the investing of public funds or conducting other
specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons deem a closed
session necessary. The Common Council may reconvene in open session to discuss and
take action on the subject matter discussed in the closed session. On roll call: Alder
Kemp – Aye; Alder Kohl – Aye; Alder Posey – Aye; Alder Reekie – Aye; Alder Touchett –
Aye; Alder Cronin – Aye; Alder Gaskell – Aye. Motion carried 7-0. The Common Council
convened in closed session at 7:31 p.m.
CLOSED SESSION
Motion by Touchett, seconded by Kemp, to reconvene in open session at 8:33 p.m.
No action was taken by the Common Council in closed session.
B. Discussion and Possible Action Re: Offer to purchase for lands necessary on Parcel 11
for Transportation Project Plat 100-00-53100-230-173 under Project ID 2016-123, CTH
PD.
The Common Council may convene in a closed session, as authorized by Wisconsin
Statute 19.85(1)(e), for the purpose of deliberating or negotiating the purchase of public
properties, the investing of public funds or conducting other specified public business,
whenever competitive or bargaining reasons deem a closed session necessary. The
Common Council may reconvene in an open session to discuss and take action on the
subject matter discussed in the closed session.
Motion by Touchett, seconded by Kemp, to convene in a closed session as authorized by
Wisconsin Statute 19.85(1)(e), for the purpose of deliberating or negotiating the
purchase of public properties, the investing of public funds or conducting other
specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons deem a closed
session necessary. The Common Council may reconvene in open session to discuss and
take action on the subject matter discussed in the closed session. On roll call: Alder Kohl
– Aye; Alder Posey – Aye; Alder Reekie – Aye; Alder Touchett – Aye; Alder Cronin – Aye;
Alder Gaskell – Aye; Alder Kemp – Aye. Motion carried 7-0. The Common Council
convened in closed session at 7:32 p.m.
CLOSED SESSION
Motion by Touchett, seconded by Kemp, to reconvene in open session at 8:33 p.m.

12. New Business
A. Discussion and Possible Action Re: A pre-annexation review agreement between the
City of Verona and VH RG Land, LLC
Sayre explained that this is an agreement that we enter into with the developers before
the land is annexed into the city. This requires is a $20,000 deposit from the developer
that we draw upon for review fees, and legal and engineering costs. In this case, it does
require and urban service area amendment, as well. This agreement is required before
any property comes into the city in case the property never annexes. This property is at
Range Trail and County Highway M.
Motion by Touchett, seconded by Gaskell, to approve the pre-annexation review
agreement between the City of Verona and VH RG Land, LLC. Motion carried 7-0
B. Discussion and Possible Action Re: Ordinance No. 19-939 – An Ordinance amending
Sections within Title 2, Chapters 2 and 3 of the Code of Ordinances, City of Verona,
regarding parliamentary procedure and City Officer appointments.
Sayre stated that this is a clean-up of some ordinances. It would change the ordinance
to a guideline and the reference to Robert’s Rules to the latest edition. The second thing
is how City officers are appointed and removed by the Common Council.
Diaz stated that he thinks it great that we are doing this to be keeping with the newest
edition.
Motion by Touchett, seconded by Cronin, to approve Ordinance No. 19-939 – An
Ordinance amending Sections within Title 2, Chapters 2 and 3 of the Code of
Ordinances, City of Verona, regarding parliamentary procedure and City Officer
appointments. Motion carried 7-0.
C. Discussion and Possible Action Re: Approval of operator licenses for the 2019-2020 and
2019-2021 licensing periods. Motion by Touchett, seconded by Reekie, to approve
operator licenses for the 2019-2020 and 2019-2021 licensing periods as presented by
the Deputy City Clerk. Motion carried 7-0.
13. Adjournment:
Motion by Kohl, seconded by Touchett, to adjourn at 8:42 p.m. Motion carried 7-0.
Kayla Martin
Deputy City Clerk

ATTACHMENT A

RESOLUTION NO. R-19-030
RESOLUTION AWARDING THE SALE OF $2,480,000
GENERAL OBLIGATION CORPORATE PURPOSE BONDS, SERIES 2019A
WHEREAS, on May 13, 2019, the Common Council of the City ofVerona, Dane
County, Wisconsin (the "City") adopted initial resolutions authorizing the issuance of general
obligation bonds in the following amounts for the following public purposes: $865,000 for street
improvement projects; $465,000 for a building for the housing of machinery and equipment,
consisting of the cost of designing u public works facility; and $1,180,000 for equipment of the
fire department (collectively, the "Project") (the above-referenced initial resolutions are referred
to herein as the "Initial Resolutions");
WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Section 67.05, Wisconsin Statutes, within 15
days following the adoption of the Initial Resolutions, the City Clerk caused a notice to electors
to be published in the Verona Press, stating the purpose and maximum principal amount of the
bond issues authorized by the Initial Resolutions and describing the opportunity and procedure
for submitting a petition requesting a referendum on the bond issues authorized by the Initial
Resolutions;
WHEREAS, no petition for referendum was filed with the City Clerk, and the time to file
such a petition has expired;
WHEREAS, on May 13, 2019, the Common Council of the City also adopted a
resolution (the "Set Sale Resolution"), providing that the general obligation bond issues
authorized by the Initial Resolutions be combined, issued and sold as a single issue of bonds
designated as "General Obligation Corporate Purpose Bonds, Series 2019A" (the "Bonds") for
the purpose of paying the cost of the Project;
WHEREAS, the Common Council hereby finds and determines that the Project is within
the City's power to undertake and therefore serves a "public purpose" as that term is defined in
Section 67 .04(1 )(b), Wisconsin Statutes;
WHEREAS, the City is authorized by the provisions of Section 67.04, Wisconsin
Statutes, to borrow money and issue general obligation bonds for such public purposes;
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Set Sale Resolution, the City has directed Ehlers &
Associates,. Inc. ("Ehlers") to take the steps necessary to sell the Bonds to pay the cost of the
Project;
WHEREAS, Ehlers, in consultation with the officials of the City, prepared a Notice of
Sale (a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated herein by this reference)
setting forth the details of and the bid requirements for the Bonds and indicating that the Bonds
would be offered for public sale on June 24, 2019;
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