City of Verona
Tourism Commission Agenda
City Hall – 111 Lincoln Street
Verona, WI 53593-1520
Tuesday – April 21, 2020 – 2:00 P.M.
www.ci.verona.wi.us

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Verona Tourism Commission will hold its meeting as a virtual
meeting. The Tourism Commission will not meet at City Hall, 111 Lincoln Street. Members of the
Tourism Commission and Staff will join the meeting by using Zoom Webinar, as described
immediately below.
Members of the public can join the meeting using Zoom Webinar via a computer, tablet, or
smartphone, or by calling into the meeting using phones, as described immediately below. Those
requiring toll-free options are asked to contact City Hall for details prior to the meeting at
adam.sayre@ci.verona.wi.us or 608-848-9941.
Join the meeting via computer, tablet, or smart phone:
https://zoom.us/j/99724260828
Webinar ID: 997-2426-0828
Join the meeting via phone by dialing:
312-626-6799
Webinar ID: 997-2426-0828
The online meeting agenda and all support materials can be found at https://www.ci.verona.wi.us/.
In addition to the public, all Tourism Commission members and staff will also be participating
remotely Anyone with questions prior to the meeting may contact the City at (608) 848-9941
or adam.sayre@ci.verona.wi.us.

1.

Call to Order

2.

Roll Call

3.

Discussion and Possible Action: Approval of the October 29, 2019 Tourism
Commission minutes.
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4.

Discussion and Possible Action: 2019 4th Quarter Room Tax Revenue Report

5.

Discussion and Possible Action: Update on COVID-19 and impacts to the lodging
industry and room tax collection.

6.

Adjournment

Posted:

Verona City Hall,
Verona Public Library,
Miller’s Market
All agendas are posted on the City’s website at:

www.ci.verona.wi.us

Notice is hereby given that a quorum of the members of the City Council or other standing
committees of the City Council may be present at the meeting of the Tourism Commission to
gather information about a subject over which they have decision-making responsibility. The
City Council and any other standing committees will not take formal action at this meeting.
If you need an interpreter, materials in alternative formats, or other accommodation to access
the meeting, please contact the City Clerk at 845-6495 at least 48-hours preceding the
meeting. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate your request.
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CITY OF VERONA
MINUTES
TOURISM COMMISSION
October 29, 2019
Verona City Hall
1. Call to Order: Jason Hunt called the meeting to order at 2:02 p.m.
2. Roll Call: Charlie Eggen, Sara Hoechst, Jason Hunt, Charlotte Jerney were present. Also
present: Adam Sayre, City Administrator; Dayna Sarver, Economic Development
Manager; Brian Lamers, Finance Director; Ellen Clark, City Clerk; Le Jordan, Verona Area
Chamber of Commerce (VACC) Executive Director; Halley Jones, VACC Tourism
Coordinator; and Jesse Charles, Verona Area Historical Society. Patricia Wehrley was
absent and excused.
3. Public Comment: None
4. Minutes: Motion by Jerney, seconded by Eggen, to approve the September 17, 2019
Tourism Commission minutes. Motion carried 4-0.
5. Discussion and Possible Action Re: Verona Area Chamber of Commerce draft budget.
Le Jordan explained the proposed 2020 VACC budget. VACC is requesting the same
budget amount as last year. Nothing specific has come up needing additional funds.
Administrative costs, which include utilities, maintenance, office administration and
supplies, make up approximately 12-15% of VACC’s annual costs. Tourism
Coordinator/Event Planning costs total $58,600. The Grants fund remains at $50,000
this year. Event Coordination/Seed Money and Marketing/Promotion/Advertising costs
total $141,400.
Motion by Eggen, seconded by Jerney, to approve the 2020 Verona Area Chamber of
Commerce budget. Motion carried 4-0.
6. Discussion and Possible Action Re: Discover Wisconsin Agreement.
Jordan stated the feedback regarding the Discover Wisconsin presentation at the last
Tourism Commission meeting suggested that the Commission was in favor of
contracting with Discover Wisconsin Media Network for a Choice Destination campaign.
The cost of the full campaign is $45,000. There is no discount for pre-paying the
contract, so VACC is recommending paying $15,000 per year for the next three years.
Jones stated there will be businesses with which we will want to share the Discover
Wisconsin experience, but the businesses have to want the experience, as well. It can
create an additional stream of revenue for the business, but there is some long term
time commitment, as well as monetary commitment.
Lamers and Sayre asked VACC to submit the invoice to the City for the annual Discover
Wisconsin charges.
Motion by Hoescht, seconded by Eggen to approve a contract with Discover Wisconsin
Media Network for a production for the City of Verona, and to pay for the production
with payments of $15,000 per year for three years. Motion carried 4-0.
Hunt asked how the businesses included in the production are chosen.

Jones stated we would give them a list of our top destination drivers. There could also
be a buy-in from businesses to help subsidize the $45,000 cost. However, that could be
difficult to do fairly.
Eggen stated we could go back to the metrics from 6AM to determine what is going to
make people click in.
Jones stated we must include golfing, biking, and food & beverage. We also want to
associate University Ridge Golf Course with Verona.
7. Discussion: Verona Historical Center.
Jesse Charles introduced himself as the President of the Verona Area Historical Society.
The Historical Society feels that Verona is missing a dedicated building for local history
that could also potentially draw visitors to the City. The Society is in the early stages of
considering the purchase of the Lillesand House at 103 E. Park Lane in downtown
Verona. This location seems appropriate, as it is walkable to downtown, is linked to
Verona history, is properly zoned, and is smaller in size for ease of acquisition and
ongoing maintenance. An anonymous donor has offered to pay the $150,000 asking
price for the house, if the Society is able to raise the amount of money required to
renovate the property into a display space. Charles estimates the renovation cost at
approximately $150,000, if elevator installation is required.
Charles asked the members of the Commission if a history center fits the mission of the
Tourism Commission, and is therefore something that the Commission would consider
supporting financially.
Jones asked if there would be an interactive piece as part of the displays.
Charles replied a docent would be on site; videos would be playing or could be chosen
to play; there would be plenty of things to view and touch; and family-oriented events
would be planned – for example, a class teaching how to make a corn cob doll.
Jones suggested walking tours including downtown businesses, as well as an outdoor
flea market or historically centered events held in the green space that is included
beside and behind the Lillesand House.
Hunt asked if this is a location that the City is looking at for redevelopment, and asked if
the New Century School might be a good place for a history center.
Sayre replied the City talked to the owners of the Lillesand House a few years ago. They
were not interested in selling the property at that point. It is a potential development
site. The historic center fits the area, however if the church ever expands, there may be
another conversation.
Hunt asked what the plan is for the New Century School.
Sayre replied the City would like to see a use that generates community activity on the
property. If the Historical Society is interested, they can complete a Request for
Proposal. The City is going to be looking for a tax increment from that property to offset
the cost of the road to the new high school.
Discussion followed regarding historic items and areas in the City.

Eggen stated strong, popular museums have a strong cultural identity. Stoughton and
Mt. Horeb are good examples. An historic center in Verona is a good development that
could provide some tourism, but probably not a tourism development that the
Commission should be involved with at this point.
8. Reports and Comments from Tourism Coordinator
Jones stated she has been working on the five-year strategic plan for Tourism.
9. Reports and Comments from Staff
None.
10. Reports and Comments from Commission Members
Eggen stated he prefers structuring the VACC budget as a percentage of the room taxes
coming in.
11. Adjournment
Motion by Jerney, seconded by Hoechst to adjourn at 3:15 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.
Ellen Clark, City Clerk

